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About the Artist
Phuong Ngo’s family came to Australia seeking 
asylum in 1981, after surviving a dangerous sea 
journey from Vietnam. He is very interested in 
the history of Vietnam, and the ways the country  
has been shaped and changed by interactions 
with other peoples and cultures. He is also 
interested in the power of language and words. 
For APT10 Kids on Tour, Phuong has explored 
these ideas, with a focus on the manufacture 
and use of cement tiles in Vietnam.  
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Did you know that in the late nineteenth century, 
France colonised Vietnam and introduced 
cement tiles to the country? By the time Vietnam 
declared independence from France in 1945,  
a whole generation of people had mastered the 
technique of making cement tiles. Today, cement 
tiles are still featured in Vietnamese architecture. 



Create your own tile design
You can create your own tile pattern using a 
collage sheet. By taking part in this activity, you are 
participating in a creative exchange with the artist.

Instructions

1

2

3

Collect one collage sheet and  
one blue backing sheet

Cut out the shapes you want to use 
and arrange them on the backing 
sheet to create your own design

When you are happy with your 
design, glue down your shapes

Vietnamese tile designs are often symmetrical –  
with one half mirroring the other.
You could use your collage shapes to create a symmetrical 
design of your own, or make something less regular.
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TIP!
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