
WATTS, Richard  

 
R. Watts, one of the soldiers photographed in The Queenslander Pictorial, supplement to The Queenslander, 
1917. (2014). John Oxley Library, State Library of Queensland. 
 

Rank: Lieutenant 

Service Number: 238 

Unit: 11th Machine Gun Company 

Place of Birth: Murwillumbah, NSW 

Date of Birth: 1891 Parents Richard and Bridget. Reg No. 23555/1891 NSW. 

Enlisted at: Rockhampton, Qld on 17 February 1916 aged 25 years.  

Next-of-kin was wife Lucy Pearle WATTS (nee Coase), Glenlyon Street, 
Gladstone, Brisbane, Qld. Married 22 July 1914. Lucy re-married on 30 January 
1922 to Gilbert Mitchell Percy Lamington IRWIN in Qld. 

On enlistment he was 5 feet 10.5 inches and weighed 9 stone 10 lbs. His chest 
measurement was 33.5 inches. His occupation was accountant. Unit embarked 
from Sydney, New South Wales, on board HMAT A30 Borda on 5 June 1916. 
Served Western Front. Promoted Corporal on 30 December 1916. At 
Armentieres 10 November 1917 went sick with laryngitis. Swelling of face and 
albuminuria. Not previous attack. Treated one month in France, then 



Eastbourne, then London. Contracted nephritis and was oedemic and invalided 
to Australia. Returned to Australia by hospital ship 16 July 1917.Died at Military 
Hospital, Randwick, Sydney, 25 November 1917 aged 27 years. Buried 
Gladstone Cemetery, Queensland. “He gave his life for his country, for honour, 
liberty, and justice.” 
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