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A. Tolster (sic TOLSTOI) one of the soldiers photographed in The Queenslander Pictorial, supplement to The
Queenslander, 1916. (2014). John Oxley Library, State Library of Queensland.

Rank: Private
Service Number: 5760
Unit: 15 Battalion, 18™ reinforcement

Place of Birth: Warsaw, Russia (From Service Record) (At that time Warsaw was
in Russia, not Poland)

Date of Birth: c. 1873
Enlisted at: Enoggera, Qld, on 6 January 1916, aged 42 years 8 months.

Next-of-kin was wife, Mrs Agnes Madeline Rosina Tolstoi (nee Tucker, married
1905 Qld), resided Sumners Buildings, Denham Street, Rockhampton, Qld.
(Parents: William and Hitine TOLSOI)

On enlistment he was 5 ft 6.5 inches and weighed 156 Ibs. His chest
measurement was 39-42 inches. His occupation was miner. Unit embarked
from Brisbane, Queensland, on board HMAT A49 Seang Choon on 4 May 1916.
Proceeded overseas to France 30 September 1916. Joined 15" Battalion 13
October 1916.

Killed in Action 11 April 1917. Commemorated at Australian National
Memorial, Villers Brettonneux, France MR26 Part VI S-Z.



Private Andre Tolstoi, 15th Battalion, a Polish immigrant born in Warsaw (in Russia
before the First World War) who died at Bullecourt is also commemorated on the
memorial. He was a 42-year-old miner from Rockhampton, Queensland, when he
joined the AIF on 6th January 1916. Lance Corporal Stapleton later recalled:

Tolstoi was in B Company. He joined in Australia. He was well over 40 years
of age and was married ... He had several wounds on his body which he had
got in other wars ... On the 11th April 1917, we were attacking Bullecourt. We
failed to hold our objective which we had taken and when we were retiring to
our lines | came across Tolstoi in a shell hole: he was then wounded in the leg
and bandaging it himself. We did not hold the ground where he was and | did
not see him again — This was about 1.30 pm.°

Private Leonard Grisbrook saw Tolstoi killed bv a shell in OG 2 Trench.

Extract from book: “Bullecourt 1917: Breaching the Hindenburg Line”, by Paul Kendall.

(Information was originally from AWM: Red Cross Missing and Wounded File” at the Australian War
Museum, Canberra, Australia)

Back Row from Lett to Right—

A Group of Rockhamptonites taken at the Enoggera Camp.

Service Record: view digital copy (naa.gov.au)

Paulette Flint, 2024
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AUX ARMES,

Te the Editor.

Bir. -Awviraliane ! Do you want Lo
beeome n military nation by forcng yonr
stalesmell Lo hring in conseription T
reay at home. Do rou believe in the
vi luntary sraiem, bresking dowm of mili
tarism T Do you belirve in Right sduissl
Might t Da you wani to prove io the
worll that vour greatest offorka are Lo
fvenre a lnsting peaee ; fofee & grescral
wimmrmament apd give & chuss 4o humaa
toll to sectire Lhe fruits of its labour *
Then enlist mow! We require all ow
moral sad phyaienl couruge. But we ean
co lt, Proclamations hy Allies arats
rirure a lasiing peace and free ghe worl |
fropm armaments’ issamwe crase. This
should be the greatest lncentive for a'l
Casten L0 make & superhuman sfford ko
vad for ever the presett outbursl af
{amatival racial destruction ragioy over
Furope,

Come at ooen | Xow s the time o do
it, Do oot lag behind. 1Tt in mo wend
of courage thal kesps you here. 1 know
von better : it s indilfetence. 1 havs
heard ihe expresslon everywhere, ™ The
buvs are doing well ;1 they will pull
throtgh.” They will ; bot yoo cam save
thousands of those beave men's lives,
vam shorten  the  striasbe .
tug ran refleve miwh suffering  apd
winery, by enlisting mow. There in dam
gur—great danger—for civilisation, free-
viom, amd justies,

Come now ! As | am writing 1 sen
wrvckel Helgium and unhappy Servia, n
sen of humanity ealling to braven to
Leve thelr burning, otense
woaneff 'With ‘babies In their arms,
Wirture of despair, valllng to you o de
Frer theni from this ®ell on srth, Asl
we omee ! Say 1 am commg, | will
ieves yoil or dis m the attompt !

Upme on, every one who posibly ram !
T am not #sking vou to po while 1 star
Iebiml. | am o fullv-truined man fve
Nears in the Freach Forelgn Lagion, a
depon seraps in South Ameriews repub-
lus, | hale milltarism beeause of my
knowlmige of its  lanatieal rivaley,
navisite sonae of seperiority  throagh
Inerease] armaments. the erocliy smel
rinvery |aflicte] wnder the prineipies of
i seipling, the sbsolute surrender of fres
dom of thoughl or &ctlon umber e
rule, Bot we must Buht to-day to rroeh
Phis tyrent. to destroy and puiveriss this)
raneer, the grestest sevurge thal evar
vishted this planel, sod to thin emd in the
LCall To Arms, Ou the 2lei of this
month von will see & Rusmian by birth
Lt a Jover of liberuy, [T %)
inther, peking the reeruiting sergeant st
Fockhumpton for a rifle to defend your
cenntry, homandly, and Poskbes,

Come on now | To Arms ! To Bervia!

ANDRE TOLSTOL
¥umper's  Buildings, Denham-sireed,
ok hamiptom, i
I3th Devember, 1005,

From: Morning Bulletin (Rockhampton, Qld. : 1878 - 1954),
Wednesday 15 December 1915, page 7
Downloaded TROVE nla.gov.au 8 May 2024



	Extract from book: “Bullecourt 1917: Breaching the Hindenburg Line”, by Paul Kendall.

