1956 Gladstone Torchbearers

W J Wyndham

N T Bermingham

K W Hansen
B S Fielding
RV Bentley
W R Grimshaw
B F Fielding
W L Potter

B E Howard
E Nash

G Ferguson
T Spinolo

T R Schubert
R A Erbacher
R Anderson
G S Wassell
A Looyenga
R J Henry

F R Scoines
D Schneider
A L Sugden

I W Steel

N Collins

T K Bohan

J A Dahl

N E Bellert
K J Wise

G D Spence

(listed in order of running)

R T Allen

W Robinson
A Shewan

G J Bowden
W B Gardiner

D J Bermingham

C Sellwood
DV Dwyer

C HW Phillips
S G Mortimer
W Richardson
N R Brown

E R Schmidt
JJ Howard

| R Beezley

H K Oliver

M Rodner

D Forrest

O L Stanley

R Linnane

W A Collins
AR Trevor

C R Boughton
S E Wendt

J Beck

C Brodie

B J Austin

E R Basnett

R W Carlisle
F B Duncan-
Kemp

B Webb

C J Chetter

R E Jones

W K Cameron
JV Lambley

E H Holzheimer

A A Little

D Booth

J D Downie
C A Weldon
C S Fielding
D C Petersen
G Fenton

D Jackson

C J Hansen
W G Elms

E Veness

V Duke

N R Brown
C Dahl

K Wright

B Lowes

M Bridge

B C Mann

C Heymer

R Sweeney

D E Stanton
N R Stevens
M A Paterson
P H Lewis

A K Streeter
C D Streeter
A J Kingston
C T Flanagan
H D Deveney
D Cameron
W P Nenan
C A Bates

C M McCulloch

N Walker

L Chapman

A Larson

D S Dahl

M Stockbridge
H E A Phillips
F O G Phillips
G O Martin
H E Phillips

J Pengelly

J Coumessos
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At 6.46pm on 13 November 1956 the
Olympic flame arrived at the Gladstone Town
Hall on its way to Melbourne from Olympia.
In total 111 local men each ran one mile with
the flame arriving in Gin Gin ahead of
schedule at 7.10am on 14 November 1956.

“Gladstone’s response to the honour of
having the torch relayed through the
town was remarkable.  The largest
crowds ever seen in the streets were
assembled outside the Town Hall, and
hundreds of motorists drove out to
meet the incoming runners, and
cheered the Gladstone representatives
as they speeded south.”

Observer, 17 November 1956
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Mayor of Gladstone
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“The runners being well ahead of time,
on several occasions were obliged to
spell for a few minutes to keep to the
schedule.”

Observer, 17 November 1956

George Wassell and Albert Looyenga

“If you let the torch come down you got the
smoke and the flames straight back into your

face.”
Bill EIms
Runner 934, 74th mile
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“l sat on the roadside for a good hour
before the torch came along. Then | ran
my mile and sat on the roadside for

another hour after I’d finished.”
Barry Austin
Runner 915, 55th mile
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Gilbert Martin

“You could see the torch at least half an hour
before you got it because it was dark. You
could see it bobbing up and down, then it
would disappear and you wouldn’t see it for a
few minutes. Then you would see it again and
then it would disappear and it kept doing that
for about half an hour until eventually it came

onto the straight to where you were.”
Gilbert Martin
Runner 969, 109th mile
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“It was very exciting waiting for the torch
to come along. You were all tensed up
and you didn’t know if you could run the

mile.”
Immanuel Beezley
Runner 903, 43rd mile
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