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Left: Peter Carnavas, ‘He Paddled a Canoe’ finished artwork from The Boy on the Page (New Frontier Publishing) 2013, 
watercolour and black pencil, 250x300mm, private collection.

Middle: Sarah Davis, finished diorama from Sounds Spooky written by Chris Cheng, illustrated by Sarah Davis (Random House) 2011, 
polymer clay and recycled material sculptures, photography and digital manipulation, various sizes, private collection.
Right: Narelle Oliver, cover illustration from Don’t let a Spoonbill in the Kitchen! (Omnibus/Scholastic Australia) 2013, 

handmade collage of linocut, cut paper and photographic elements, 500x700mm, private collection.
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Peter Carnavas, Sarah Davis & Narelle Oliver

The Picture Book Art of

Children’s Activities



what is the meaning of life?

The Boy on the Page tackles the meaning of life in a 
joyful way.   In the story, the boy discovers that for him 
the meaning of life is to love and be loved.  

Do you agree with him?  

Write or draw what you think is the meaning of life.



draw what you would look like 
if you fell into a book



colour me in!

Did you 
know?

A baby Spoonbill’s bill 
is short and straight.  

It only gains the 
spoonbill shape once 

it is an adult.



be warned...  fill in the blanks

words to use:

Don’t let a Spoonbill in the 		 ______________________

Don’t let a Cormorant in the 	 ______________________

Don’t take a Pelican to the 	 ______________________

Don’t take a Jacana to the 		 ______________________

Don’t let a Stilt join the 		  ______________________

Don’t take an Osprey to a 		 ______________________

Kite Show

Laundry

Ballet

Kitchen

Shoe Shop

Airport



SOUNDS SPOOKY CROSSWORD
Your name:

Across
1. Im not ____!
5. What animal is running on the roof?
6. The creaking floorboards were in the ____.
7. What animal was flying past?
9. What was whistling through the trees?
13. What noise did the bats make?
14. What type of sounds fill the air?

Down
1. What animal made the children say eeek!
2. Feet were running on the ____.
3. What was rustling?
4. What noise was coming from the toybox?
6. Where in the house were the clocks chiming?
8. What was rolling, tumbling and rumbling?
10. What animals were whining?
11. What animals were miaowing?
12. What type of noises were on the window?

From the picture book Sounds Spooky by Christopher Cheng and Sarah Davis.
www.sounds-spooky.com

read the book to 
find the answers



try drawing a spooky house



SOUNDS SPOOKY WORDSEARCH
Your Name:

A E L S B R E A T H I N G C V

X D U D Z C O Z H K Y N F O U

P B P R G S P O P Q I S T A B

S G Z A M O O R F N H T X W B

D C Y O F T F T T A H R F L Y

O K U B E W Z H L U B O Z P P

O B T R E F G L N G C O B G S

R O I O T I I D Z Z J D I E Q

K F I O L A E T R E E S C T H

N S U L N R I W O D N I W X O

O T K F D O S N V E O I W O U

B T O C S E I M S V N S E B S

U S R G O T H S V D M C Q Y E

D W O B N L M S E C A T S O H

Q D G A T H C S Z F H V H T I

Find these SOUNDS SPOOKY words

BATS
BREATHING

CATS
CLOCKS

CURTAINS
DOGS
DOOR

DOORKNOB

FEET
FLOORBOARDS

HALL
HOUSE

LIGHTNING
NOISE
ROOF
ROOM

SHED
THUNDER

TOYBOX
TREES
VOICES
WIND

WINDOW

From the picture book Sounds Spooky by Christopher Cheng and Sarah Davis.
www.sounds-spooky.com


